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New England Report 


FOOD STAMP CHANGE TRAVELS 
by Alon Jeffrey 
Grayslake, Illinois 


Last summer my family and | visited my parents back in the New England town where they've 
lived for nearly 40 years. During the course of our brief visit, | went to Gomarlo's food store 
in West Swanzey, New Hampshire, to try to get some FSC tokens. Gomarlo's was listed in the 
old Christiensen & Stone auctions as well as Cunningham's lists. Well, they hada lot left so 

| bought most of them and found several other store's in the bag. It turned out that the current 
owner, Mike Gomarlo, was a former high school classmate of mine, so reminiscenses were in 
order too. 


My folks, Alma and Larry, both young but in their early 70's, found FSC to be fascinating. 
Thus, for the last five months or so, they've been travelling Southwestern New Hampshire 
and Southwestern Vermont in quest of more tokens and scrip. 


Here's our first report on items found. The map shows locations keyed to the illustrated tokens 
and scrip found. 


1. _Gomarlo's Inc.: West Swanzey NH. This is an old woolen mill town with the still-op- 
erating mill and a covered bridge over the mill race, both within a stone's throw of the store. 
Gomarlo's tokens have two obverse varieties and SLSN and LLSN reverses. Obtained over 
1100 with no 50¢ in the LLSN variety. 


2. Gomarlo's Winchester Super Market: Winchester NH. This store is owned by the uncle 


of the owner of the West Swanzey store. Owner reports having destroyed all remaining tokens. 


Samples of l¢, 5¢ and 25¢ were found ina lot obtained from another store. 


p 


3. O.K. Fairbanks: Keene NH (2 stores), and Brattleboro VT. Another old school chum, 
Ken Woodbury, was most helpful to my folks, giving them a roll set of Fairbanks tokens as well 
as a large number of P & C pieces anda few from other stores. O.K.'s has one obverse variety 
and both SLSN and LLSN reverses. No 50¢ was found in the LLSN variety. Obtained just over 
300 peices here. 


4. P&C Foods: a large chain in NY and VT -- local stores in Brattleboro and Springfield VT. 
All Tocal store tokens were turned in to main offices at White River Junction VT or Syracuse NY. 
(See Cunningham's list for New York -- Syracuse Sunny Square Stores.) Three varieties, all 
with the same obverse, are (1) molded obv. and rev., (2) SLSN, and (3) LLSN. 50¢ tokens 
were found only in the LLSN variety. Total obtained was about 150. . 


5. Court St. Market: Keene NH. This is a small neighborhood store. Only one type was found 
=- SLSN. Three were obtained from the owners who claimed to be using the remainder for poker 
chips. 


6. Beaver St. Market: Keene NH. This is another neighborhood store. Two varieties of 
obverse and reverse exist: SLSN and LLSN. Less than 20 tokens were obtained from the store 
since there had been a fire and a change in ownership. Apparently there is no 50¢ in the LLSN 
series. 


7. Fassett's Bakery: A small chain bakery -- main office in §. Burlington VT with outlets in 
S. Burlington and Rutland VT, and Keene, Concord, and Manchrester NH. There are two ob- 
verse varieties, both with the same LLSN rev., but with a 2mm space between Fassett's and 
Bakery on the obv. Obtained several 4 piece sets (no 50¢, although they did use them). 
Managers would part with them only at face value. 


8. Henry's Market: Brattleboro VT. Apparently only one type exists (LLSN) for this neigh- 
borhood store. The owner has more left but would sell only at face value, although he did give 
my folks two 5 piece sets. 


9. Village Market; Saxtons River VT. Two varieties exist for this small store, SLSN and LLSN. 


Obtained one complete set of LLSN but only a 5¢ and 50¢ on the SLSN. No others remained at 
the store. 


10. Putney Road Market: Putney VT. None left at the store. A l¢ and 5¢ SLSN were obtained 
From the Putney General Store. 


Il. Putney General Store: Putney VT. The owner could find only 10 pieces in the store with, 
fortunately, one complete set of LLSN. This token has a marvelous logo of a pot-bellied stove. 


12. Derry Town Market: South Londonderry VT. My folks obtained the remaining supply 
(about 300) from the owner, Bob Smith. He also operates a state liquor store adjacent to the 
market. Two varieties exist on the obverse with both SLSN and LLSN reverses. There appears 
to be no 50¢ in the LLSN variety. 


13. Barron's Market: Claremont NH. This neighborhood store is listed by Cunningham as having 
an SLSN reverse. The owner first reported that none were left, but upon checking his safe he 


located one original roll of I¢ tokens. They were all LLSN reverses so apparently two varieties 
exist. 


14. Shattuck's Market: Westminister VT. This local market was apparently the sole issuer of 


printed scrip in the area. It isa punch card variety of thin buff cardboard stock with black 
printing, 101 x 52mm. 


(Typing courtesy of Leanna Hudson, San Francisco, California) 
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MORE NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Last October Jim Rolston sent some 
addenda to the New Hampshire section 
of my book, FOOD STAMP CHANGE TOKEN 
STORES. As a rule I will not print 
ersll additions to the book because 
there could be thousands of partly com 
pleted lists to print and which would 
be of interest to only a few readers, 
However, NH is e small state and Jin's 
notes add to Alon's article. 


Alton 
Tifton Stop and Seve 


Bethlehen 
Tidrich's Village Store 


Claremont 
Haple Avemme Store 
Marcotte's Busy Corner 


Gonic 
Felleys Gonic Market 


Hillsboro 
Roberteon end Son Groceries 


Keene 
Street Market 
OK Fairbanks 


Lancaster 


Butson's Market 


Nesta 
Bherst Street Market 


North Co 
r— Butcher Meste 


North Haverhill 
Warich General Store 


North were 
alpole Cash Market 


Pittsfield 
Pittsfield Depot Square Ink 


Portsmouth 
se's rkets 


Salen 
son's Supermarket 


Sandown 
Ferrino's Supermarket 


Winchester 
8 chester Supermarket 


Not Locel 
Fassetts Bakery (Concord, Keene, and 
Manchester = aleo towns in Vermont) 


COMMENTS FROM MASSACHUSETTS 


June 13, 1980 
lynn, Massechusette 


Dear Jerry? 


Good to hear from you send want to take 
the time here and now to say thanks 
very much for the tokens from CA. I'm 
sending you # set from here (Shop Bwik) 
end hope that you like them. I'm sor- 
ry to say that I really don't have e- 
nough of them to send you any sets of 
them. The man thst gsve these to me 
seid thet he did not have that many of 
them left over end he gsve me all that 
he had left. The one cent tokens are 


are the ones that he had very few of. 
OH 8 ople jus no 
em back. t my r 8 
others they would. Just goes to show 
you that the penny just isn't worth 
taking back. 
Agein thanks very much for the to- 


kens and as slways, good to heer from 
youe 
Yours truly, 


HOP 
~ ae Frank G. Burke 


SUPERETTE 


534 
LYNNFIELD ST 
LYNN. MA 
01904 


LLSN 


FARKER'S 
MARKET 


October 17, 1960 uae 


Lynn, Massachusetts 


Deer Jerry: SLSN 


Thanks very much for the set of PR tokens 
that you sent me. Waited for these here 
(Parker's Market) in this letter to send 
for them. About the delay, I had this man 
going to give these to me for some tine 
now, and he just care sacrose with then 
lest week. As you can see the l¢ coins 
are all missing. All of the others are 
not really thet good, but they are the 
only ones he hed and I guess that Im 
lucky to get them. 

Went to eal) the otber stores in Iynn 
that you hed on the list of stores and 
these are the only ones thst are left. 
Al) others are gone forever. They ei- 
ther hsve given them to ids to play 
with or they're just gone. Anyway I 
could not come up with eny others from 
eround here, but I will try more places 
soon and just keep hoping. 

Yours truly, 


MAVERICKS/ FICHAS DESCONOCIDAS 


It's hard to believe that so few of you have unidentified tokens. 
under way. Please don't think that because you know where one 
issued that others do. Please send in identifications too. I welcome the opportunity 
to correspond with you and because this part of our general token hobby ie still in 
ite infancy there is so very much we can all share. So let's make this column serve 
your collecting needs. Alon Jeffrey 366 Behm Drive, Grayslake, IL 60030, 


But at least ve're 
of our mavericks was 


Mavericks Identified 


8. (bell with a tiger head) 
Hiawassee CA and six other locations 
in the Georgia mountains 
(by Ronald Livingston) 


HENRY'S 
FOOD 


CENTER 


15. Urbanowski's IGA 


La Salle IL 
21. Piggly Wiggly 22. Henry's,F 
by Alon Jeffre ° . nry's, Food 
(by y) (pig), Dairy- Center, LLSN ; 
9? 
17. Elkton AG Grecery land,SLSN (MN?) (VT?) 
Elkton MN 
(by Alon Jeffrey) ALLEN’S 
21. Piggly Wiggly Dairyland 
Rea nye MARKET 


(by Marshall Bienasz) Gabor 1C3RD ST 


' 23. National 


Chicago IL area--many stores most of 23. (stylized "N"), 24. Allen's, 
which were taken over by A & P in National, Market, 2116 E, 
1976 molded 103rd St, (CA?) 
(by Alon Jeffrey) raiaed rev. 


BEAN 
New Listing 
ee BAG 


MARKET 


25. Bean, Bag, 26. Sentry, Food, 
Market 23 mm. Stores, 23 m,. 
(SD?) 


| 17. Elkton, AC, 16. B & L, Market, 
Grocery, SLRN SLSN (Ohio?) 


PAUL 
BUNYAN 


COL. 


DAIRY 

STORES 27~- Food Stamp Credit Token, Good For, 

xx¢, Only At, Produce Mart #3, 

4033 Commercial, Redeemable Only In 

Eligible Foods, rep green Si 
: 


ACEVEDO 


blue (25¢) 


Cupones double Dairy, Stores, 


j 19. Col., Acevedo, 20. Paul, Bunyan, red (5¢), lilac (10¢ 
/ cércle (Pr) SLSN (Minn?) 


October, 1981 
Aurore, Minnesota 


Jerry: 


This is to inform your readers of the 
"checking around" that I've done on 
FSC's around this area. I've worked 
at sending postel cards and letters 

to the places mentioned in your depen= 
dsble reference, checking for their 
addresses by calling "Information® and 
mostly by going to the City library in 
Virginis (MN). They have a fine stock 
of phone books for MN towns as well as 
many for other states. Large collec 
tions of phone books often include ol- 
der editions, and thus could list an 
address for a token=-issuing store that 
doesn't axist anymore. Such may give 
an idea as to when tokens stopped being 
used. Here are some results: 


leton: Store is now at 120) Atlan- 

c Ave. in neerby Benson, apparently 
taking over the store listed in your 
book. Was able to obtain a set, but 
believe they don't have others, They 
also have no Mauch's tokens. 
Chisholm: This place apparently hae a 
good stock of tokens, so I have a set, 
and will send one set to anyone for 
$1.50 plus a 20¢ SASE, Limit one per 
address for selling, however will trade 
sets for diff. complete sets, esp. 
esrly PP's or 6-pce. Trop. Lab sets. 
Henderson: Obtained reply from previous 
owner's wife. Was able to get only 3 
used lower values and s 25¢ filler 
(rev. barely recognizable). Hsve tried 
for further reply, but no luck. 
Little Falls and Pierz: One set of to- 
ens was used for these two towns, so 
would be best to list them together. 
They also seam to have a good supply. 
I offer the same deal as for the Chis- 
holm issue, except the single set is 
$1.75. 
North Aurora: Does not axist§ No to- 
ens ollere 


HWY 53 & 13% ST 
VIRGINA, MN 


Virginia: There are two varieties for 
s store, for there were two Piggly 
Wigglys for a while until the newer 
2nd store became a Super One Store. 
Type 1 - Obv: Pig head low in field, 
left ear points to N, right ear be- 
tween "g's", Hlsank below head. Type 


2 = Obv: pig head higher in field, 
left ear points to "R", right eer to 
"I®, Address:"Hwy. 53 & 134 st/ 
Virginia MN." below head. Note Vir= 
ginie misspelled on Type 2, Manager 


seid he would try to dig up sets 
available. rma f 


WABASHA 


SANITARY WABASHA 


BAKERY GES OG 
LITTLE FALLS ae") 


& FIERZ WABASHA WABASHA, MN 


MN N 


Wabasha: Two varieties here also. Have 
to manager, but no sets availe 
able except for the one they sent ma. 
Type 1: Large "S", large letters "Wa- 
bashe/MN® in two lines, LLSN reverse. 
Type 2: emaller "S®, amaller and broader 
letters; "Wabasha, MN" in one line, 
SLISN reverse. Set they sent me had l¢ 
and 10¢ of Type 1, and 5¢, 25¢ and 50¢ 
of Type ri 


I hsve some single dupes of Aurore and 
Virginia, so I can be asked about them 
(trades only). I also hope to have 
some news about another town soon = 
won't say too much now. 


T also have # reply from City Market of 
._ Superior WI. They sent me a used group 
of 1¢ and 25¢ PP tokens, SLSN Reverse, 
end « group of l¢ and 25¢ Tropical Lab 
types. The 10¢ sent has 6 BLACK lete 
tering and hes alightly larger capitals 
on the stock obverse. Also on 10¢, 0 

of ONLY is above E of ELIGIBLE, snd I 
of IN ie above the second L of ELIGIBIE. 
The 1¢ obtained hes the same obverse as 
the 10¢, but no colon after AT. On the 
5¢, small capitals are used for CITY, 
while MARKET hes large capital M, and 
emeall lettering for ARKET. Only the 
S¢ hes this. I don't believe that they 
have other duplicates. Also of the MN 
tokens noted only the Henderson and 
Wabasha Type 2 tokens are SISN. All 
others have LLSN. 


I hope this info can help. Keep tabs 
on ary MN state tokens you find for 
"they sre maJj® 

As Ever 


Marshall Bieniasz 
P.S. The '72-'73 phone book for Bay 


City MI bet Plastic Tag & Trade Check 
Co. at 1201 Wodbide, Essexville. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1982-83 


eee are due now for the four issues 

and supplement beginning July, 1982. 
There is no change in rate, still $).50. 
This coming year I'm going to offer 

to place your 30-word ad once for all 


four issues, if you want. See the en- 
closed sign-up sheet. 

BACK ISSUES 

#1 April, 1980 (out-of-print) 


#2 July, 1980 (Xerox Version)20¢ stamp 
(available in lots of ten for dis- 
tribution to clubs, etc.) 
(same, printed version - see below) 


#3 Oct. 1980 $1.00 
New Jersey Supplement $1.00 
#4 Jan. 1981 $1.00 
#5 April, 1981 $1.00 


1980-81 issues (#2, 3, h, 5 & NJ Sup- 
plement) all printed versions $4.50 
(only two complete sets left) 
same, no Issue #2 $3.50 


THE FSC BOOK 


I have received a few inquiries about 
what is to happen with FOOD STAMP CHANGE 
TOKEN STORES which is now out-of-print. 
There were only 50 copies made, so it 
is a collector's item itself. So far 
I do not plan to re-print it. I would 
rether see it used to develop catalogs 
like those done by Gary Patterson and 
Gary Pipher. However, if you want a 
specific set of pages, I can make co- 
Pies for 25¢ each, with a minimum cost 
of 50¢. Send a 20¢ stamp and I'll give 


you a price list by state. 


The FOOD STAMP CHANGE NEWSLETTER is 
Edited and Published by Jerry F. Schim- 
mel in July, October, January and April 
Mavericks Editor is Alon Jeffrey, 366 
Behm Drive, Grayslake IL 60030. For the 
years 1981-82 and 1982-83 the subscrip- 
tion rate is $4.50. Late subscribers 
receive all back issues for that year. 
All subscribers can submit a free 30- 
word ad for each issue. Full 
are $8.50, half-page ads are $1.50, 
quarter page ads are $3.00. Copy mst 
be submitted by June 15; Sept. 1S, Dec. 
15, and March 15. Full page material 
must be no large than 114x7} inches. 
Newsletters are mailed before the 
Tenth of the following month. 


MORE ON A CLUB 


Marshall Bieriasz in several letters 
has made some comments on activities 
that could lead to a club being devel- 
oped. — 


"(the book) ... should be revamped to 
be more like a price guide, yet avail~ 
able at a very modest price... As for 
the book reprinting, if you let me and 
the others know ... I'm sure there are 
some of us that can aid you.... After 
all the Atwood Transport Token Book 
started as a loose-leaf binder eee 

ee @ running "bulletin board" to make 
it easier for collectors to obtain many 
tokens. For collectors that buy out a 
large stock from a store, others can 
be referred to him and not the store, 
And for the stores that have a good 
stockpile, but no one around to buy them 
can be referred to other collectors... 
a club ... can buy the supply of a 
store's tokens and offer to members at 
reasonable prices..." 


Merchant Tokens & Town Centennials, Have 
traders. Joe Emmons, 5630 Murray Rd., 
Hillsboro OH 45133. 
‘SC Tokens é rip wanted, especial) 
MINNESOTA! Some trades available. Also 
desire other tokens’& medals (all types, 
esp. MN), wood money & tokens, coina, 
stamps, paper money. Reasonable prices, 
Grade tokens, please. Marshall Bieniasz, 
Aurora MN 55705. 

PLE change tokens wanted. Also unusua 
sizes, shapes, colors & materials as 
TYPE tokens. Some trades available. Tom 
Conklin, P.O. Box 40, Rutherford NJ 
07070. 


Bde ypes exonumia, 
Have good trade token stock from MN, TA, 
IL, MO,KS, SD, CA & other states to trade 
of Hosek, 7a Idledale Ln., Omaha NE 
Ail trade on a one-for-one basis up to 
5 different my FSC tokens - your store 
cards or advertising tokens. J.W. Baum 
101 N. Arkansas Ave. 6720), 
p and 
h de- 
tails and asking prices. Mark Alter, 
272-2 Bloor St. West, Toronto, CANADA 
MIW-3E2, 
WOODEN NICKEL, TEXAS 
lectors] Now available a complete set 
of wood, plastic and paper change from 
COURTS FOOD MARKET (San Antonio TX). Set 
of three woods: 1¢,5¢,25¢ (10¢,80¢ not 
rae = $2.75 (ONLY SIX 3-PC. SETS AVATL- 
ABLE), 2-Pc. set (no 5¢) = $1.25; Set of 
3 plastics (same denominations) - $1.50; 
set of 5 paper = 1¢,2¢,5¢,10¢ & 25¢ = 
$1.25. Origi junc roll (50 pes.) of 
l¢, 5¢ or 2e gate $5 ea. plus shipping. 
Roll get of three plastics (150 tokens) 
for $13.50 plus shipping. The result of 
fmnting and negotiating! It can be done] 
Jerry Schimmel, P.O. Box 0888, San 
Francisco CA fio. 


FOOD STAMP CHANGE 
TOKENS & SCRIP 


LOVE 'EM OR HATE ‘EM, THEY'RE HOT ITEMS TODAY! 


Remember when Civil War tokens sold for 25¢ each? Remember when a $10 transit 
token sold for just that? Food Stamp Tokens and Paper Scrip will never be 
cheaper than they are right now. 


We have available a retail list of about 2500 different sets from virtually 
all the states and United States territories and possessions. Send one dollar 
(refundable with any order) now for that list! Food Stamp Scrip is available 
also. WE BUY TOO! Let us know what you have for sale. 


Our newly revised and expanded reference list features some 800 titles cover- 
ing tokens, medals, coins, paper money and other collectibles such as postcards 
and antique guns. Send $1 for that list as well also refundable with any or-- 
.der). Wants lists are serviced. 


NOW AVAILABLE! A new intl of Food Stamp Change Tokens never before offered. 
Let us send you one of each set available from your state on approval. Whole- 
sale discount for the entire state. 


Our next auction will include many items of popular interest. Send $1.50 and 
receive the auction catalog and the prices realized, all by First Class mail. 
Catalogs will be sent only to First Class subscribers in the future: five sales 
for five dollars. 


A WHOLESALE LISTING 


100 Different Food Stamp Tokens of different merchants, 
of plastic, aluminum, wood and from different makers 


(no full sets included) $30.00 
500 Different tokens as above, but includes some complete 

sets from various states 125.00 
1000 Different as above 250.00 
2000 Different as above 500.00 
100 Assorted Tokens LwesG 
1000 Assorted Tokens 150.00 
5000 Assorted Tokens 650.00 
100 Different Food Stamp Scrip, all paper 15.00 
200 Different as above 25.00 
1000 Assorted Scrip 75.00 


Samples of tokens and scrip free for 28¢ SASE! 


All orders postpaid to street address (for U.P.S. delivery). 


PAUL A. CUNNINGHAM 
BOX ONE 
TECUMSEH, MI 49286 


